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Names New York City Hall 

Location:  City Hall Park, bounded by Broadway, Park Row, and Chambers 
Street, Manhattan, New York City, New York County, New York. 

Present owner, occupant, use:  Owned by the City of New York.  Still in 
use as New York City Hall. 

Significance:  The New York City Hall has served since 1812 as the center 
of municipal government.  Designed by John McComb, Jr. and Joseph Mangin 
in the Federal style with French Renaissance overtones, it has been 
praised as the most beautiful city hall in the United States.  The symmetri- 
cal plan, crowning cupola, and delicate decorative detail are among 
the outstanding features of the building.  Not only is the building 
an exceptional design, but it also houses a notable collection of 
American painting and sculpture. 

I.  Historical Information 

A. Physical History 

1. Date of erection:  1803-11. The Common Council of New York 
advertised a competition for a new city hall on February 20, 
1802.  The cornerstone was laid by Mayor Edward Livingstone on 
May 26, 1803, Formal dedication took place on July 4, 1811, but the 
building was not occupied until 1812. 

, 2. Architects:  Joseph Francois Mangin and John McComb, Jr. 
Presentation drawings and working drawings are in the collections 
of the New-York Historical Society.  Joseph Mangin (dates unknown) 
is believed to have been a French emigre who came to America in 
the wake of the French Revolution.  He was appointed City Surveyor 
in 1795 and prepared an official City map, published in 1803, with 
Casimir Goerck.  Besides City Hall, his other major New York City 
work is Old St. Patrick's Cathedral on Mott Street. John McComb, 
Jr. (1763-1853) was the leading architect in New York City after 
the American Revolution.  Among his works are Hamilton Grange on 
Convent Avenue, Castle Clinton in Battery Park, the James Watson 
house on State Street, and the original Queen's College building 
at Rutgers University. New York City Hall is the only design 
on which the two architects collaborated. 

3. Builder, contractor, suppliers:  John McComb was appointed 
architect in charge of construction.  John LeMaire was the 
supervising stonecarver. Marble was supplied by the quarry of 
Johnson and Stevens in Stockbridge, Massachusetts; the brownstone 
was from Newark, New Jersey. 

4. Original plans and construction:  The exterior and major 
interior spaces remain unaltered. Original drawings and McComb*s 
extensive record books may be found in the collections of the 
New-York Historical Society. 



5. Alterations and additions:  A fire in 1858 destroyed the tower and 
attic floor. Plans for rebuilding were drawn by Leopold Eidlitz. 
The present City Council Chamber on the second floor, dating 
from 1897, is by John H. Duncan.  Major restoration work on the 
interior including the Governor's Room, the rotunda, and the 
Board of Estimate Chamber was carried out by Grosvenor Atterbury 
between 1908 and 1915. Following a fire in 1917, the tower was 
again rebuilt, closely following McComb's original drawings.  Be- 
cause of extensive deterioration of the original exterior stonework, 
the marble and brownstone were completely replaced by white Alabama 
limestone and red Minnesota granite under the direction of Shreve, 
Lamb & Harmon Associates in '%**■■ 5k- 

B. Historical Context 

The present building is New York's third city hall (the other two 
have long since disappeared), and was built in response to 
the needs of a rapidly expanding city. At the time of construction, 
City Hall Park, originally the Commons, defined the northernmost 
settlement of the city. New York City Hall has served as the seat 
of city government since 1812, housing the offices of the mayor 
and the city's legislative bodies.  It has been the site of 
numerous important ceremonies.  The fire of 1858 resulted from 
a fireworks display celebrating the laying of the Atlantic cable. 
The bodies of Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant lay in state 
in the rotunda before their burial. 

II.  Architectural Information 

A. Description of Exterior:  New York City Hall, which measures 
approximately 100 by 225 feet, is two stories high above a low 
basement with with a centrally-placed attic and tower with cupola 

. topped by a copper figure of Justice.  The structure is rectangularly 
massed with projecting end pavilions and has nineteen bays across the 

front.  The entrance is accented by a one-story portico approached 
by a broad flight of steps.  The masonry bearing walls are faced 
with Indiana limestone above a granite basement, and the whole is 
surmounted by a shallow copper-covered hipped roof. 

B. Description of the Interior:  The interior layout is an axial 
symmetrical plan with offices on the first floor and major meeting 
rooms on the second floor.  The entrance portico leads into the 
marble-faced lobby and two-story rotunda with double-curved stair- 
way and coffered dome.  Major rooms on the second floor are the 
Committee of the Whole Room in the west wing with Corinthian 
columns supporting an ornamental dome; the Board of Estimate 
Chamber to the north of the committee room with extensive decorative 
plasterwork, semi-domes at the ends, and raised dais; the City 
Council Committee Room in the east wing; the City Council Chamber 
to the east of the rotunda with mahogany paneling and ceiling mural; 
and the Governor's Room which extends across the front of the central 
section.  This room features marble mantelpieces and handsome decor- 
ative plasterwork and contains an extensive collection of American art. 



C.  Site:  City Hall is situated in City Hall Park facing south. 
Immediately t.o the north is the Tweed Courthouse.  In front of the 
building is a parking lot for the cars of city officials.  The 
remainder of the park is landscaped and contains a fountain at 
its south end. 

III.  Sources of Information 

A. Architectural Drawings:  Original competition drawings and 
working drawings from 1802 on are in the collections of the 
New-York Historical Society. 

B. Early Views: Numerous early views may be found in the 
collections of the Museum of the City of New York, the New York 
City Art Commission, the New York City Municipal Archives, the 
New-York Historical Society, and the New York Public Library. 
Many have been reproduced, most notably in I.N. Phelps Stokes' 
Iconography of Manhattan Island. 

C. Bibliography 

1. Primary sources:     Minutes of  the Common Council of  the City 
of New York 

2. Secondary sources 
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D. A detailed account and study of New York City Hall remains to be 
written.  The existing research materials are vast but have yet 
to be thoroughly explored. 

Prepared by Marjorie Pearson 
Director of Research 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, 
City of New York 
September 28, 1981 



f^U^e/f^     Mary.        C)+y    14a.if t      Kj^} Vast, niQ v       H^   ^ ^^ 
{ P<*e A) 

Bibliography 

Antiques, Gaine, Edilh. "Portraits in New York's City Hall." October 1961, pp. 346-349. 

Architectural Elevations of City Hall-from Shreve, Lamb and Harmon, Assoc. (Architect Firm 
New York City)-oversized drawings. 

Architectural Record. Schuyler, Montgomery. "The New York City Hall." May 1908, pp. 38/ 

Art Commission of the City of New York. "The Governor's Room in the City Hall, New York 
City." New York, 1970, pamphlet, 2nd ed. 

City Hall-City Council assemblage of material on the Courthouse in James V. Callaghan, Jr. 
..'_ office. 

Gayle, Margot. Governor's Room-City Hall. Art Commission, 1964. 

Goldstone, Harmon H. and Darlrymple, Martha. A Guide to N.Y.C. Landmarks and Historic 
Districts. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1974^ 

Gossage, Ralph E., compiled. "City Halls of New York." (Mmicipal Reference Library 
vertical files). 

.Hamlin, Paul M. and Baker, Charles E. Supreme Court of Judicature of the Province of 
} New York, 1691-1704. New York: New York Historical Society, 1959. 3 volumes, #'s 

78, 79, and 80. 

Henderson, Helen W. A Loiterer in New York. New York: George H. Doran Co., 1917. 

Historical Documents Collection, Queens College of CUNY-Warrants and Vouchers on City Hal 
specially filed in a separate gray fiberdex storage box, marked 'City Hall.' 

Holiday. "News from Home.", 1953 (Municipal Reference Library-vertical files). 

Kbuwenhoven, John, The Columbia Historical Portrait of New York. New York: Doubleday, 

Landmarks Preservation Commission Designation Report. Feb. 1, 1966, No. 2, LP-0080. 

Laws of the State of New York. Albany: Weare C. Little, 1864: William Gould, 1866: 
William Gould and Sons, 1871. 

Library of Congress Quarterly Journal of Current Acquistions. May 1946, B.H. Lathrobe, 
"   "Design of a City Hall Proposed to be Built in New York." pp. 10-13. 

JfcConb, John Jr. Account Book, 1812-1815. (at the New York Historical Society). 
Diary, Nov. 25, 1807. (at the New York Historical Society). 
Diary. American Citizen and General Advertizer-clipping Feb. 20, 1802. 

(Microfilm from the New York Historical Society on the Diary of John McComb, and his marbl 
account book for Johnson and Stevens. 



Woes Kb. UY-as* 

Minutes of the Camm (kuncil of the City of New York, 1784-1831. New York: City of 
New York, 1917. 19 volumes. Analytical Index-New York: City of New York, 1930. 
2 volumes, prepared by David Maydole Matteson. 

Mass, Frank. American Metropolis. New York: Peter Fenelon Collier, 1897. 3 volumes. 

New York City in the 1890's. (at the Historical Documents Collection, Queens College). 
~  Title page missing. 

New York City Charter and Administrative Code: Annotated. Albany, New York: William Pre 
Inc., 1971, Volume 2, chapter 8-a; plus 1974-75 Cumulative Supplement, back of 
volume 2, chp. 8-a. 

New York Daily News. October 16, 1975, p. 38; August 10, 1975, p. 56 

New York Daily Transcript. New York Historical Society, May 8, 1861; Sept. 12,28, 1861; 
and Dec, 27, 1861. 

New York Herald Tribune. March 2, 1950; and Feb. 8, 1966. 

New York Historical Society. Proceedings-1866 Investigation of the Special Committee of 
the Board of Supervisors into the construction of the Courthouse. Manuscript 
Division. See also The New York Historical Society Guide to the Manuscript 
Collections by Arthur Breton, V. 1-Descriptive Inventories-#3272-Court House 
Investigation-New York City. 

New York Sun. Jan. 4, 1936; April 17, 1942. 

New York Times. Aug. 1858; Nov. 4, 1887; Aug. 24, 1917; Sept. 19, 1917; Nov. 28, 1950; 
May 28, 1954; Feb. 16, 1973; July 24, 1975; Nov. 23, 1975. 

Pace Magazine. Gormley, Donald J. "Portraits in City Hall". Winter 1965. 

Public Works, Department of. The Renascence of City Hall. New York: Dept. of Public 
Works, 1956. 

Queens College. Art Library. Picture File-Parthenon. 

Stokes, I.N. Phelps. The Iconography of Manhattan Island, 1498-1909. New York: Robert 
Dodd, 1915-1928. 6 volumes. 

Suranerson, John. The Classical Language of Architecture. Cambridge: M.I.T, Press, 
1966, c. 1963. 

Valentine, David T. Manual of the Corporation of the City of New York, New York: McSpe 
and Baker, 1855, 1856; New York: Edmund Jones and Co., 1864. 

« 


